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I.    
Introduction


A. Caitlin Schratz story-catholic school community service, “Love Walk” (“Artists”)

B.  Background



1.  Helping the Community (Schmitt 237)


2.  Before community service hours were required
 (Decarte)


3.  Should community service hours be required to graduate from high school. (Schmitt 45)

C.  Thesis: Community service hours should be required to graduate from high school because volunteering allows teens to interact with their community, gives them the experience of the real world, and initiates the life-long love of philanthropy. 

 II.  
Argument 

A.  Allows teens to interact with their community: (“School Progress”)
1. Emma Fetkovich of Greensburg Salem- retirement home story 
2. Ryan McGranahan of Cheswick- volunteer soccer coach story 
3. Varsity cheerleaders from Valley High School- food and toy drives 

B.  Gives teens the experience of the real world/teaches them to become good employees and citizens after graduation: (Meyer 121-125)
1. 
Community service teaches the student responsibility as well as independence, generosity, and teamwork. All are desirable traits that employers look for in their staff.  (Smith)


2.  
Community service hours look good on college applications and resumes. Students that graduate from college are more likely to get a job then those who have not graduated from college. Because community service hours look good on college applications, they are more likely to become accepted into college and accepted into certain workplaces. (“Community Service”)

C.  Initiates the life-long love of philanthropy: (Jones)


1.  
Oprah Winfrey’s brief background and current acts of kindness. Philosophy of philanthropy- “Think about what you have to give, not in terms of dollars because I believe that your life is about service. It's about what you came to give the world, to your children, to your family." (Smith)


2.  
Halo Award on Teen Nick- Nick Cannon, Hayden Panettiere, Justin Timberlake, LeBron James, and Alicia Keys recognizing teenagers for community service that helps many people. (Jefferson 27)
III. Refutation

A. Requiring teens to participate in community service negates the purpose of volunteering. (“Stress too much?”)
1.  Requiring teens to participate in community service is the best way to teach them to be less selfish. (Jefferson 245)
2.  Everyone should participate in community service, but many teenager need a “push” to do so. (“Stress too much?”)
B. Schools should focus on creating a rigorous academic environment, rather than requiring community service (Jefferies 141) 

1. Various classes that are required in school do not help students in their everyday lives, but community service can help students learn generosity and compassion, which can be used every day. (Schmitt 45) 

2. School is already not based solely on academics. It also teaches students the importance of responsibility and independence. Requiring community service just elaborates on this. (Jones)
C. Community service is also considered punishment (Erickson) 
1. Juvenile delinquents are given the “gross” community service tasks, such as cleaning graffiti and pick up trash. As long as this community service is not counted as the requirement it is fine. (Schmitt 35) 

2. Delinquents are trying to be taught that helping their community is a good thing, and hopefully as they perform these “gross” tasks, they think of what they have done and learn it is horrible. Most students are given an in-school suspension or expulsion for disobeying the rules. (Jefferson 245)
IV. Conclusion: Despite other arguments that state schools should focus on education rather than community service, students should be required to perform community service hours in order to graduate from high school because it gives them the life-long love of philanthropy and teaches them the important lessons of generosity and compassion.

