“Mirth” Essay Expectations:
-Prompt: In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present actions, attitudes, or values of a character. How does Lily Bart’s economic situation affect her downfall? What CHOICES made by Miss Bart lead to her end result? Do situations of trying to “Keep up with the Jones” still apply today? How and WHY do we strive to live beyond our means?
-In depth discussion of The House of Mirth to support your analysis (MUST show knowledge of ENTIRE NOVEL).
· Primary Source: The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton 
· Consider the growth/change of the major characters: Ma, Rose of Sharon, Tom, Casey
-2 Quotes per BODY Paragraph with MLA Citations
-Minimum 500 Words
- Final Copy MLA Typed, Double Spaced, 12pt Times New Roman Font
-Uploaded to TURNITIN.COM by FRIDAY 9/25.
Thesis Stems
Example 1:
	In the novel The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton the author discusses 				 as seen in 		, 		, and 				.
Example 2
	In discussing 			 , as seen in the novel The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton, she demonstrates this by 		, 		, and 					.
Example 3:
	The theme of 			 is exemplified by Edith Wharton in her novel The House of Mirth by showing/discussing 			, 			, and 				.


Essay Outline
I. Introductory Paragraph
a) Introduction to the Prompt (Universal statement)
b) 2-3 Sentences of why you agree or disagree with it(Review Study Guide)
c) THESIS STATEMENT
II. Body Paragraphs
a) 1st Point/Paragraph: How does Lily Bart’s economic situation affect her downfall?
i. Topic Sentence
ii. “Quote” from the Novel with (Wharton #)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text
iii. “Quote” from the Novel with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text
b) 2nd Point/Paragraph- What CHOICES made by Miss Bart lead to her end result?
i. Topic Sentence
ii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text
iii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text
c) 3rd Point/Paragraph- Do situations of trying to “Keep up with the Jones” still apply today? How and WHY do we strive to live beyond our means?
i. Topic Sentence
ii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text
iii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
d) Conclusion
e) Restate Thesis
f) Leave the reader with a “Thought to think on” NOT A QUESTION
“Grapes” Submission Directions
1) Highlight the following in your Essay
	Item
	Color

	THESIS & RESTATED THESIS
	YELLOW

	PRIMARY SOURCE Quotes
	PINK

	SECONDARY SOURCE Quotes
	GREEN

	MLA Citations (Author Last # or Web citation)
	BLUE


2) Save your file as: STUDENT NAME CLASS PD-CREATIVE TITEL OF ESSAY (EX: Jane Smith 1A-Connections Within Us All)
3) [bookmark: _GoBack]UPLOAD TO TURNITIN.COM ONLY NO LATER THAN 9/25/15
ESSAY RUBRIC

SCORE OF 6 (100%) 
An essay in this category demonstrates clear and consistent mastery, although it may have a few minor errors. A typical essay
· effectively and insightfully develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position
· is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas
· exhibits skillful use of language, using a varied, accurate, and apt vocabulary
· demonstrates meaningful variety in sentence structure
· is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 5 (90%)
An essay in this category demonstrates reasonably consistent mastery, although it will have occasional errors or lapses in quality. A typical essay
· effectively develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking, generally using appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position
· is well organized and focused, demonstrating coherence and progression of ideas
· exhibits facility in the use of language, using appropriate vocabulary
· demonstrates variety in sentence structure
· is generally free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 4 (80%)
An essay in this category demonstrates adequate mastery, although it will have lapses in quality. A typical essay
· develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position
· is generally organized and focused, demonstrating some coherence and progression of ideas
· exhibits adequate but inconsistent facility in the use of language, using generally appropriate vocabulary
· demonstrates some variety in sentence structure
· has some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics





SCORE OF 3 (70%)
An essay in this category demonstrates developing mastery, and is marked by ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 
· develops a point of view on the issue, demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or use inadequate examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position
· is limited in its organization or focus, or may demonstrate some lapses in coherence or progression of ideas
· displays developing facility in the use of language, but sometimes uses weak vocabulary or inappropriate word choice lacks variety or demonstrates problems in sentence structure
· contains an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 2
An essay in this category demonstrates little mastery, and is flawed by ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 
· develops a point of view on the issue that is vague or seriously limited, and demonstrates weak critical thinking, providing inappropriate or insufficient examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position
· is poorly organized and/or focused, or demonstrates serious problems with coherence or progression of ideas
· displays very little facility in the use of language, using very limited vocabulary or incorrect word choice, demonstrates frequent problems in sentence structure
· contains errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics so serious that meaning is somewhat obscured

SCORE OF 1
An essay in this category demonstrates very little or no mastery, and is severely flawed by ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses:
· develops no viable point of view on the issue, or provides little or no evidence to support its position
· is disorganized or unfocused, resulting in a disjointed or incoherent essay
· displays fundamental errors in vocabulary, demonstrates severe flaws in sentence structure
· contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that persistently interfere with meaning 
Essays not written on the essay assignment will receive a score of zero.

