The M6ET Paragraph Format:

Body Paragraphs: The body paragraphs should follow the brainstorm content and the M6ET layout.
· The formula for success-M6ET: This formula provides students with a fool-proof approach to writing a body paragraph that is substantial but not superfluous, as well as organized.
· M: Make a general statement as to the direction of your paragraph- Note: seamless transitions between paragraphs 1 and 2, and between 3 and 4.  I call this sentence the topic sentence of the thesis support paragraph since that is the purpose of body paragraphs –to support the thesis statement.
· E: Explain the general statement.   This sentence elaborates on the stated topic and helps transition logically to the first example.
· E: Explain the example’s relationship to M. This is crucial for the flow of the paragraph, as well as for the ensured clarity of the author’s germane point. Don’t just leave the reader wondering why or how that example is relevant!
· E2: Explain the general statement (M) differently—note well: Insert internal transition here to move from one level to the next.  This mid-paragraph sentence helps the writer move logically to next support example. 
· E2: Provide an example of the 2nd explanation.
· E2: Explain the example’s relationship to the M. This is crucial for the flow of the paragraph, as well as the ensured clarity of the author’s germane point. Don’t just leave the reader wondering why or how the example is relevant!
· T: Tie the paragraph back to the M and to the point of the prompt.
Sample M6ET:
Example of a bi-level paragraph: Prompt—“Does literature serve a purpose?”—NOTE the broad nature of literature that can be discussed. 

(M) Biographies can also be historical treasures, especially when told in the form of a memoir. (E) Anne Frank, a young Jewish girl at the time of the Holocaust, which exterminated over 6 million Jews ( and other minorities), fortunately escaped persecution just long enough to account for her tribulations in her acclaimed “Diary of Anne Frank.” (E) Through her eyes, we are given a clear glimpse through the window of that time as she and her family remained hidden in an upstairs attic to avoid persecution. (E) And it is through her tales, we are made aware of the fear, pain and anguish of that time outside of the known Auschwitz and Berkenhau concentration camps, thus proving the book serves a purpose. (E2) Additionally, other firsthand memoirs such as “A Long Way Gone,” also account for atrocities from the actual victim’s recollection. (E2) In the aforementioned piece of non-fiction, readers are eerily walked through a jarring experience of a former child soldier from Darfur. (E2) The book tells startling tales of the vicio9us crimes a 10-year-old boy had to commit as a “toy-soldier” during the genocide. Without the vivid tales told from the first person perspective, real accounts of what happened in Darfur would be left only to speculation. (T) Thus, these books, if used as a supplement piece of literature to a history lesson, should further solidify the messages revealed in a lecture or in a text.   Minimally, this is an 8 sentence paragraph, could be longer since students may need more than one sentence to explain in any of the sections.
Seamless Transitions: The body paragraphs should have seamless transitions between paragraphs 1 and 2, and then again between 3 and 4. A seamless transition is one that moves the preceding paragraph’s focus into the next one. An example of a seamless transition from paragraph 1 to 2 would be: “Not only are peaceable protests justifiable, but so are wars that intended to end the subjugation of other human beings.” An example of a seamless transition from paragraph 3 and 4 would be: “Not only are wars that intended to annihilate entire races unjustifiable, but so are wars that started because of speculation or unsubstantiated fear.”

