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Chivalry Essay
When discussing the word justice, one might use the word fairness. I do not completely agree that justice still exists in our modern era. There is still discrimination and unfair disadvantages that some people have because of their race, religion, etc.  . The theme of justice is exemplified by T.H White in his novel The Once and Future King by discussing three important codes of chivalry. Protect the weak and defenseless, fight for the welfare of all, and to keep faith.
	To protect the weak and defenseless.is a concept throughout The Once and Future King and it plays an important role on teaching knights the correct way to act. “Help!” screamed the lady. “Oh, save me! He is trying to cut off my head” (White 359). Lancelot ran into a woman whose husband was trying to kill her, he stopped his journey to save the lady in distress. Even though the woman died in the end, Lancelot sill showed braveness and courage while helping the woman. “ There is a dolorous lady in it, who has been kept boiling in scolding water for many winters by magic and nobody can get her out except the best knight in the world”(White 370).This shows that knights in the medieval era made saving women one of their main priorities. This code of chivalry enforces the idea that helping those who can’t help themselves is of utmost importance (Knights Code of Chivalry). Today, we do not see much of that happening unless men are acting chivalrously in hope of return for their good deeds. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The vow to fight for the welfare of all is represented in this book. “Father,” he said,” do you know that Lancelot is bound to come and rescue her?”(White 576). In order to have justice in the kingdom, King Arthur set up his troops to fight off Lancelot, however, Lancelot still managed to fight the soldiers off and rescue his lover. Lancelot fought for Guenever so she would not have to die. “ Fair knight”, he said,” put down that wounded man and let him rest a little then we two can prove our strengths”(White 353). At this point, Gaheris was captured by the evil knight Sir Turquine and in order to rescue him, Lancelot had to joust with Sir Turquine. Lancelot won the fight against the wicked knight and Gaheris was saved. This shows that it was important for knights to fight for someone’s safety, no matter the consequences. This concept of chivalry is shown throughout The Once and Future King but does not exist in today’s society as many people in today’s world are selfish, putting their own needs before anyone else’s. 
Faith is something that plays an important role in most of the problems that characters faced, “When the man was Lancelot … to follow so faithfully his innocent love of God” (White 474). Lancelot told Guenever that the affair between the two of them could no longer continue because of his desire to put all of his faith in God. “Lancelot had said, apologizing and begging her not to think him offensive,(1) that they could not very well go back to the old way, after the Grail”(White 474). This shows us that even though Lancelot loved Guenever with all of his heart, nothing could come before his faith in God. This code of chivalry does continually show up in The Once and Future King. Unfortunately, this code isn’t valued as much as knights did compared with how much young men value it today. 
	The theme of justice plays a large role in shaping the character’s ideas and personalities in this book, “…by having a band of knights who believe in justice rather than strength” (White 248). When King Arthur talks about Might and Right in this book, he is trying to enforce the idea that the kingdom needs to fight for the good and have justice and honor in order to keep everything peaceful. “Might is only to be used for right” (White 248). King Arthur wanted to use the idea of Might and Right to bring justice and equality to his kingdom.  In today’s world, justice is continually being covered up by discrimination, allowing certain people to benefit more than others. 
	In discussing justice, seen in the novel The Once and Future King, T.H White demonstrates this by using codes of chivalry such as protect the weak and defenseless, fight for the welfare of all and to keep faith. Since the modern era is not filled with knights in shining armor, humans do not feel the need to incorporate the values of chivalry in their daily lives. It is unfortunate that people disregard virtues such as justice because chivalry is viewed to be old-fashioned. If chivalrous virtues like justice were installed into the young generation today, hope would be restored.
