The preliminary research assignments along with the final draft are worth approximately ½ of the points for the third quarter.  Don’t assume you can get the paper done by waiting until the last moment.  If you procrastinate, you might not be happy with the results (grades!). Research paper assignments must be submitted on or before their original due dates.  Even “legitimate” absences can affect their scores.  Because the assignments are long-term ones, your careful planning is required to avoid last-minute panics of anxiety if/when something goes wrong.  Don’t come to me after the fact with a sob story.  I am warning you now that your research paper assignments must be submitted on time.  Even components turned in after the deadline due to excused absences will not be accepted.  Turn in assignments early to avoid penalties.

In order to fulfill the requirements for this A.P. class, you must write an argumentative research paper.  You have to take a stand on a topic of social or political relevance.  No two people may write a paper that presents essentially the same argument, the same topic and thesis.  You may not alter your choice once I have approved it.  Choose wisely!  You are now starting researching possible issues with your paper topics and need to PAY CLOSE ATTENTION to the availability of APPROVED SOURCES for this topic.  Unapproved Internet sources (such as Wikipedia, Ask, About, blogs, etc) are not allowed.  In fact, no encyclopedias of any type may be used for this research paper.  Use the samples of ALL STEPS that I have posted on my website.  These samples will help you understand how to properly format your papers using MLA guidelines.   If you need help with your paper, please plan to stay for after-school help sessions.

Your research paper must meet the following criteria:
· Your paper must present opposing points of view on your chosen topic, but your paper and its thesis must clearly and effectively support only one particular opinion.
· Your argument must be supported with convincing evidence from legitimate sources documented via MLA-style parenthetical citations.
· The body of your paper must be a minimum of 1500-2000 (deductions on either side) and must follow MLA guidelines.  
· The paper must use a minimum of 4 legitimate sources documented on your Works Cited page. 
· Paper must be submitted to TURNITIN.COM and have NO MORE THAN a 40% source match through Cited Sources or it will be considered a work of Plagiarism. This paper is about YOUR argument as supported by sources.

The research paper must include the following:
· A thesis statement that clearly presents the paper’s main idea (claim) in a complete manner;
· Skillful use of scholarly resources;
· Evidence that you have SYNTHESIZED your ideas with those of your sources (merely cutting and pasting from your sources will result in a failing grade for your paper);
· MLA research paper format for parenthetical citations;
· MLA research paper format for works cited;
· MLA research paper format for all matters pertaining to the organization and design of the paper;
· A conclusion that does more than merely repeat the main ideas already presented in the paper;
· Evidence that the paper is the product of the student’s own research (in other words, NO PLAGIARISM);
· Timely submission of all elements of the paper (stiff penalties will be enforced for tardy work).

RESEARCH PAPER Check List & Grade Tracking:
	Due Date
	Done
	Assignment
	Possible Points
	My Grade

	12/8 Tues
	
	Parent/Student Signatures for receiving Assignment Information 
	20 HW
	

	12/8 Tues
	
	Approved Topic with Parent Signature 
	20 HW
	

	12/10 Th
	
	Thesis 
	50 WRITING
	

	1/11 Mon
	
	Annotated Works Cited (TURNITIN.COM ONLY)
	60 WRITING
	

	1/20 Wed
	
	Working Outline (Printed & to Class)
	50 WRITING
	

	2/4 Th
	
	First (Rough) Draft (Printed & to class)
	50 TEST
	

	2/17 Wed
	
	Final Draft (TURNITIN.COM & Printed to class)
	200 WRITING
	

	2/17 Wed
	
	1-2 minute presentation of paper 
	30 TEST
	



RESEARCH PAPER REQUIREMENTS
Topic: Once the topic has been approved, you may not alter your choice.  Choose wisely.  No students may present a similar argument for any topic.

Thesis:	This important and all-controlling idea must be developed from the research you do on your topic.  No two students may have a similar thesis.  Plan wisely.  Once your thesis has been approved, it may not be altered.

Working Outline:  A formal working outline must be submitted prior to the first draft.  It is called a “working outline” because you may decide to revise it at a later date.  It is called a “formal” outline because it must adhere to typical outlining format.  If you revise your outline after I have graded your initial outline, you DO NOT have to resubmit the revision to me.

Annotated Works Cited:  At least, SIX (6) annotated sources are required.  These sources are materials (books, journals, online databases, etc.) that you have used to gather information.  This assignment must be typed in acceptable MLA format.  Each annotation must consist of a paragraph in which you summarize the source and explain why it is useful for your paper.

First Draft:  A typed first (rough) draft must be submitted prior to the final draft.  The first draft must conform to MLA standards, including pagination, heading, parenthetical citations, and Works Cited format.  Your first draft will be graded based on two requirements:  (1) Content: how well you develop your thesis into arguments and counter-arguments and (2) Citation: (a) Parenthetical Citations:  A minimum of ten (10) parenthetical citations must be used in the research paper, half of which must be direct quotes with a minimum of one (1) short and one (1) long quote;  (b) Works Cited:  Your research paper final draft must use at least four (4) different legitimate sources.  The first draft must be a minimum of 1000 words and include a word count at the end of the body of the paper.

Final Draft:  The final draft must be a minimum of 1500 words, not including the Works Cited page.  The paper must be double-spaced using a 12-point Times New Roman font.  Margins must be set at one inch. The heading and the enumeration of pages must comply with MLA formatting. Parenthetical documentation and Works Cited page must adhere to guidelines.  

Timely Submission of Assignments: All assignments must be submitted on or before the due date.  No extensions will be given for any reason (sickness, field trips, ISSP, tardiness to school, out of town, guidance visits, etc.)  All research paper assignments submitted after the normal class period in which the student meets with me will receive a 50% penalty per day.  Weekends and holidays count towards the accumulation of penalty points.


STEP ONE: SELECTING A TOPIC & THE CONTROVERSY (THE ORIGINAL 2)
By its nature, a research paper is one in which the student presents information gathered from other sources and organizes that information to support a thesis.  A research paper requires a student to narrow a broad topic down to a manageable size, analyze information about that topic, and present the findings in a coherent way.  The research paper informs the reader about a particular aspect of a much broader subject and provides easy access to the sources used (Works Cited) and specific references to those sources (parenthetical documentation).

For this particular research paper, selecting a topic is deceptively simple: you have chosen 2 current, relevant issues of social/political concern from the list I provided.  Your Controversy paper (200 words) must present opposing points of view on your chosen topic (include 1 APPROVED SOURCE PER SIDE), but it must clearly and effectively support only one particular opinion (What is your stance on the issue?).  Your argument must be supported with convincing evidence from legitimate sources (Print and annotated the articles).   Do not take this assignment lightly.  

You may NOT select a FINALIZED topic until you have completed Step 2 and returned the final pages of this packet (parent signatures required).


STEP TWO: DEVELOPING A THESIS

	While you are searching for sources and certainly while you are taking notes, you should begin developing a thesis for your research paper.  The thesis indicates your point of view about the topic.  The thesis controls the direction of your research paper.  

	A thesis statement may not be too broad:  “The United States of America is dependent upon foreign oil.”  Rather, the thesis statement must succinctly and completely indicate the writer’s point of view about the topic:  “Unless the government of the United States enacts immediate and extensive new policies regarding alternate energy sources, America will always be at the mercy of foreign nations who control the oil that we currently need to run our industries and our modes of transportation.” 

	A thesis must not be a simple topic: “oil.”  It may not be a question:  “Does America need to do something about its dependency upon foreign oil?”  A general statement that lacks a detailed point of view cannot serve as a basis for a thesis:  “The United States of America is dependent upon foreign oil.”

	A thesis statement must be a complete sentence that summarizes the point of view of the writer.  On the other hand, the thesis statement for an AP research paper must never be written in the first person.  Keeping the paper in the third person lends the work objectivity.  The following might be considered a mature and acceptable thesis:  “Due to America’s heavy dependence upon foreign sources of crude oil, American political leaders must encourage big business to invest more time, effort, and money into researching and developing alternate energy sources.”

· Your thesis must be clear and well written.  Think of your thesis as the main point of your paper.  You will be spending the whole paper defending or explaining your thesis, so it must be a good one.  If necessary, you will be required to revise your thesis as many times as it takes to get it right.  

YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR THESIS ON OR BEFORE 12/10 FOR NO PENALTY.  YOU MAY REVISE YOUR THESIS UP UNTIL THE DUE DATE FOR NO PENALTY.  AFTER THE DUE DATE, YOU WILL LOSE POINTS FOR EACH REQUIRED REVISION.   AFTER TWO REVISIONS, YOU WILL RECEIVE NO POINTS FOR YOUR THESIS.  YOU WILL COPY OVER YOUR FINAL THESIS ON TO THE RETURNED THE FORM AT THE BACK OF THIS PACKET ONLY AFTER IT IS APPROVED BY ME. ONCE APPROVED, YOU MAY NOT ALTER YOUR TOPIC OR THESIS AND YOU MUSY KEEP YOUR OWN COPY OF IT.

	
	THESIS 1
	
	
	THESIS 2

	Subject
	
	
	Subject
	

	Occasion
	
	
	Occasion
	

	Audience
	
	
	Audience
	

	Purpose
	
	
	Purpose
	

	Speaker
	
	
	Speaker
	

	Tone
	
	
	Tone
	



STEP THREE: ANNOTATED WORKS CITED PAGE

	Your annotated works cited must use a minimum of 6 sources.  Encyclopedias do not count as a source for this research paper.  Encyclopedias are an excellent source of information to gain an overview of your topic, but they are not meant to be a source for college-level research paper.  Do not use Wikipedia or any other similar Internet source (Ask.com, About.com, and search engines like Google and Bing are NOT sources).  These sources and others like it are off-limits for this research paper.  Using them will jeopardize your paper’s grade.    Students are only permitted to use PROQUEST to ensure sources are legitimate.  Furthermore, you may not use materials from websites that offer research papers for sale.  If I determine that your paper, or significant portions of your paper, came from any of the unapproved resources, your paper may receive a grade of zero. 

	College or university libraries will be excellent sources for information.  UNF has a particularly good selection of resource materials.  If you have never used those resources, I suggest a group of you go together and plan to spend a Saturday there (Pack a lunch!).  The library staff is helpful and can show you how to best use the materials available.  Bring lots of coins in case you want to copy pages, and pages, and pages of information 

	At this time, you do not need to stop and read each and every possible resource available.  Copy the necessary bibliography information onto a notecard for the sources that seem promising.  For each source, write a brief one-paragraph summary of the source that also explains in detail how the resource could be helpful to you. (KEEP THESE you never know what you will use in your final copy!) . MUST HAVE BOOK RESEARCH SOURCES, EITHER CHECK OUT THE BOOK OR COPY THE INFORATION ON A PHOTOCOPIER!

	For an annotated works cited, list your resources in alphabetical order by 1st letter of the source using appropriate MLA formatting for the resource (an MLA bibliography handout is forthcoming), then add a brief abstract for each entry, including: (1) 2 to 4 sentences to summarize the main idea(s) of the resource, and (2) 1 or 2 sentences to relate the resource to your research topic.  The following is a sample annotated bibliography entry for a journal article:

Mandel, Jerome. "The Grotesque Rose: Medieval Romance and The Great Gatsby." Modern Fiction
Studies 34(1988): 541-558. 
Mandel argues that Gatsby follows many of the conventions of medieval romance, and analyzes East and West Egg as competing courts, Buchanan as a prince/Lord with Daisy as unattainable queen/fair lady. Gatsby and Nick are both construed as knights; Jordan is only mentioned in passing as a sort of attendant figure on Queen Daisy. This article helps prove my point concerning modern literature’s link to the past. 


A HANDOUT FOR MLA BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMATS WILL BE POSTED ON MY WEBSITE.  USE THE LINK TO EASYBIB FOR FORMATING HELP


ANNOTATED WORKS CITED CHECKLIST
SIX annotated sources		______			Due Date		1/5 ROUGH DRAFT

Proper typed format		______						1/11 FINAL COPY
[bookmark: _GoBack]




STEP FOUR: WORKING OUTLINE

	Using your research, begin to organize your research paper.  The outline is called a “working outline” because you may find that you must revise the organization of your material at a later date.  Organize your research so that there is a logical development of your paper.  

	I will ask you to submit a detailed, formal outline so that I can determine whether or not you are on the right track.  Your outline must have logical subdivisions.  You cannot have an A without a B.  You cannot have a ONE (1) without a TWO (2).  If something is divided, it must have at least two parts!  Make sure that the wording for each line of your outline is consistent.  Typically, you should use either sentences or fragments (phrases) in your outline, but for the purposes of this paper you may mix the two types of outlines.  Note: no matter if you use a sentence outline or a fragment outline, you must include your approved thesis, so that I am able to determine if your outline indicates your ability to competently develop your thesis.  The thesis must be placed in your outline in the approximate location that I would find it in the first draft of your actual paper.  My evaluation of your outline will be influenced by how thoroughly you provide all pertinent details.  Generally speaking, the more details you provide, the better your outline grade will be.


Follow the following outline format:  

I. Introduction
A. Engage the Audience - How can you capture the reader’s attention? (A startling statistic or fact? Narration of a pertinent incident?  Other?)
B. Background
1. Why is your issue important?
2. What is the history of the issue or problem?
3. What is the scope of the issue you will deal with?
C. Thesis: What is your position on the issue in a concise and clearly stated sentence?
II. Argument: What evidence, facts, proof, or reasoning do you have to support your position on the issue?
1. Your stronger argument:
1. Your strong argument: 
1. Your strongest argument:
III. Refutation: What are the objections which oppose your position on the issue? How do you show opposing arguments are faulty or invalid, or that your position is better?
1. Opposing argument:
	Your refutation:
1. Opposing argument:
	Your refutation:
1. Opposing argument:
	Your refutation:
IV. Conclusion: Restate your position.  What are the implications of your argument? What do you want the reader to believe or to do?  What strong ethical or emotional appeal might be convincing?

OUTLINE CHECKLIST:

Proper outline format		_____			Well-organized			_____

Complete thesis included		_____			Outline typed			_____

Detailed				_____


STEP FIVE: FIRST DRAFT

Having done a thorough job of developing an outline, your first draft should be fairly easy.  Following are some ideas how to write your first draft:

· Keep your working outline in front of you while you write.
· Keep your thesis available.  Make sure that EVERYTHING in your first draft directly relates to your thesis.
· Place quotation marks around any words or phrases (single words must be quoted, too) from your sources that you quote directly.
· Make sure that each and every paragraph in your paper directly relates to your thesis.  Make sure that each paragraph has only one main idea, which is expressed by a topic sentence and supported by other sentences (supporting details).

The research paper first draft must have the following parts:

INTRODUCTION
· Any information you think necessary to introduce your topic, including the following: any relevant background information needed to introduce the topic to your reader; interesting examples used to introduce important aspects of your topic; opposing ideas that your paper will be presenting.
· Thesis statement 
· Use one of the strategies for introductions that we have been practicing with our AP essays.

BODY
· Multiple paragraphs containing main ideas that support the thesis
· Include counter-arguments and your refutations
· Specific details (direct quotes, paraphrasing, facts, opinions, etc.) 

CONCLUSION
· Don't simply regurgitate your introduction. Try to talk about your topic in a new, interesting, and relevant way. 
· Often a well-chosen direct quote works well in the conclusion.  You may choose one that encapsulates the main idea that your research paper attempts to communicate.
· Use one of the strategies for conclusions that we have been practicing with our AP essays.

CITATIONS
· At least ten (10) MLA-type parenthetical citations – 5 must be direct quotes with 1 being short and 1 long
· MLA-formatted Works Cited page with at least four (4) sources

FORMAT
· MLA heading
· MLA pagination
· 1000 word minimum (word count printed using the “Print Properties” option) not including Works Cited
· 12 point Times New Roman font
· Double-spaced

The following is a guideline for parenthetical documentation:

	Parenthetical documentation has replaced footnotes and endnotes as a method of documenting the sources used in a research paper.  Footnotes and endnotes are redundant, making the writer work twice as hard as is necessary. 
	To acknowledge a source using the parenthetical documentation method, enclose a brief note in parentheses immediately following the sentence or sentences in which you used someone else’s words or ideas.  The parenthetical citation usually includes the author’s name and a page number.  Where an author’s name is unavailable, use the title and a page number.  For some Internet sources, page numbers are not provided.  In such a case, page numbers are not required.  See the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL) at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ for further instruction.  


The following are examples of parenthetical citations:

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is, according to Ernest Hemingway, the American novel from which all other come (Woolf 124).

	Twain purposefully imbued the slave Jim with the most humane characteristics 
	of any other person in the whole novel (The Collected Criticisms of Mark Twain 428).

The parenthetical documentation contains just enough information to help the reader locate the source, which is listed on the Works Cited page.

The following is an incomplete list of ways to cite parenthetical documentation in your research paper:
1.	Place the citation at the end of the sentence that contains the material being documented.  The citation should appear after the text of the sentence but before the end punctuation mark.
2.	Long quotations (four lines or longer) should be indented on both the right and left sides and double-spaced.  Place the citation after the end punctuation.  Space twice before the citation.
3.	If the author’s name appears in the text, then the parenthetical citation only needs a page number.
4.	If your works cited contains multiple works by the same author, follow the author’s last name by a comma, type an abbreviated version of the title, and type the page number.  Only an abbreviate title is needed to differentiate that work from another work by the same author.

If a situation arises that is not covered in the above notes, see the recommended website for more information.

Use the information in STEP THREE: ANNOTATED WORKS CITED to make sure that your bibliographical entries on the Works Cited page follow the accepted format.  The following are a few more guidelines for the Works Cited page:
· The Works Cited page is the last page of your research paper.
· The page’s title, Works Cited, is placed at the top of the page and is centered in bold letters, but not underlined.
· List all entries in alphabetical order.
· DO NOT NUMBER THE ENTRIES. DO NOT MARK THEM WITH “BULLETS.”
· All entries are DOUBLE SPACED.

FIRST DRAFT CHECKLIST
AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION RESEARCH PAPER PROCESS/REQUIREMENTS
NESSELRODE/REED


Introduction contains the above-listed characteristics	______

Body contains the above-listed characteristics	______

Conclusion contains the above-listed characteristics	______

1,000 word minimum (count included at the end of the body)______

12 point Times New Roman			______

Double-spaced				______

1” margins					______
Proper heading				______

Last name and page number in upper right 		______

Parenthetical citations (10)			______
	5 direct quotes			______
	1 short quote			______
	1 long quote			______

Works Cited  (4 sources)			______

Mistakes corrected				______




STEP SIX: FINAL DRAFT PRESENTATION

Neglecting this assignment almost certainly ensures that you will fail the third quarter. 

The final draft must contain all of the following criteria:
· Use white 8 ½ x 11-inch paper typed on one side only.
· Margins: 1” top, bottom, left, and right
· Double spaced throughout entire document (If you have the newest version of Word, you will need to change your style from “Normal” to “No Spacing”)
· When quoting four or more typed lines do not use quotation marks.
· 12 point Times New Roman font

HEADING AND PAGE NUMBERS  
· Use the prescribed MLA format

PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION
· Follow guidelines as delineated in step FIVE

WORKS CITED
· Follow guidelines as delineated in step FIVE

PRESENTATION TO CLASS
· Use note cards to present a synopsis of your thesis and arguments
· Must be 1-2 minutes

DUE DATES
· The final draft and all ancillary materials may be submitted on or before the due date.
· All research paper assignments submitted after the normal class period in which the student meets with me will receive a 50% penalty.  If submitted two days after its due date, the assignment will incur a 100% penalty.  Weekends and holidays count towards the accumulation of penalty points.
· The final draft and preceding assignments turned in after the student’s class period for ANY reason (absences due to sickness, field trips, travelling, ISSP, etc.) will incur the 50% per day penalty described above.





Acknowledgements:  Thanks to Mr. Nerf, Pat Atwood, Marilyn Olin, Barbara Wade, and McDougall Littell’s Writing Research Papers for their ideas.

TOPIC CHOICE IS DUE NO LATER THAN YOUR CLASS PERIOD ON 12/8.

Topic Approval- Have Options as your 1st Choice may be taken. (Once approved, you may not change your topic.)

Topic Options	1) ________________________________		2) __________________________________

		3) _________________________________		4)___________________________________


Parental permission to read and research the above-listed topics:


		__________________________________________________________________
					Parent Signature and Date

Conduct a preliminary search to ensure that sufficient resources are readily available for your chosen topic.   The student’s signature on this document confirms that sufficient resources exist and are readily available:

		__________________________________________________________________
Student Signature and Date



YOUR THESIS MUST BE APPROVED NO LATER
THAN YOUR CLASS PERIOD ON 12/10 
****DO NOT WRITE IT ON THIS PAPER UNTIL IT IS APPROVED!!!****

You have an unlimited number of opportunities to revise your thesis before the due date.  Beginning 12/8, students will lose points each time they are required to revise the thesis.  After the third attempt, students will not earn any points for the thesis (but must continue working until one is approved).

Thesis 	_____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________________

PRINT LEGIBLY


		
					_____________________________________________
							Teacher’s approval/Date

READ, SIGN, AND RETURN TO ME NO LATER THAN 12/8. THIS IS WORTH 20 HOMEWORK POINTS.  ANY STUDENT NOT RETURNING THIS PAPER WILL HAVE HIS/HER PARENTS CONTACTED.

 READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY.
A NOTE ABOUT PLAGIARISM
	Plagiarism is copying or using another person’s ideas without acknowledging that person.  If you directly or indirectly use another person’s words, opinions, research, or ideas, you must document them.  Older styles of research papers use footnotes or endnotes to document the use of another person’s ideas or words.  This AP research paper will use parenthetical documentation (see “Documentation” section).
	Whenever you are gathering information for the research paper, be sure to make a note card so you will be able to clearly give credit to the author of the information.  Paraphrasing another’s words is not enough to avoid plagiarism.  To merely substitute different vocabulary into a direct quote and treat that information as a paraphrase is plagiarism.  Any material - ideas or words - taken from another person must be documented.
	Intention and size do not matter with regards to determining plagiarism.  Whether or not you intended to plagiarize the person’s words, you are obligated to document their source.  Even if you use a small number of words (even if it is only one significant word!), you must give the author his or her credit.  Plagiarism is cheating.  Cheating results in a zero.  Thus, plagiarized research papers will receive a zero.  You will jeopardize your grade and your academic standing if you plagiarize your research paper.
	If in doubt, document!
	A word on the usefulness and the problems with the Internet and research papers:  The Internet literally allows you to do all of your research from the comfort of your home.  Unfortunately, the Internet has a number of research paper websites that allow students to download papers of various topics.  I have bookmarked a number of these research paper sites, and I have the ability to use a plagiarism-detecting computer program that searches the Internet for evidence that all or parts of your paper have been lifted from another source.  If I determine that your paper, or significant portions of that paper, came from an undocumented or unapproved source, your paper will receive a zero.  Resist the temptation to let someone else do your work for you.  Research skills will prove invaluable to you in college, so acquire those skills this year.
I have read and reviewed the requirements for the AP Language research paper.  I understand that not completing the components of this paper by the due dates will result in a failing grade for the third quarter.  I have also read and understand the Plagiarism information above.  I understand that it is my responsibility to schedule an after-school help session if I need clarification on any aspect of this project.  I also understand that each component must be typed and printed before class.  If I need to print out a file, I understand that I must come to the classroom BEFORE 7 AM or AFTER 2:00 (before the component is due) or go to the LIBRARY on my own time (not to ask for a pass during class).  Technical errors do not excuse a late component.    I take full responsibility for the success or failure of this project.

_____________________________	_______________________________		___________
Student Name (Print)/Class Period		Student Signature 				Date
I have read and reviewed the requirements for the AP Language research paper with my child.  I understand the significance of this assignment and my child’s responsibility to complete this work to receive a passing score for the third quarter.  I have also read the Plagiarism information above.

___________________________		_______________________________		___________
Parent Name (Print)			Parent Signature 					Date


