English 3 Honors Economics in America Essay Expectations:

-Prompt: Socio-Economic Status impacts the potential for achieving the “American Dream.” 

· Consider at least TWO of the following THEMES in writing your essay on whether one’s Socio-Economic Status impacts the achievement of their “American Dream”:
· Education

· Health
· Ethnicity

Writing Expectations:

· 2 Quotes per BODY Paragraph with MLA Citations
· Minimum 500-1000 Words
· Final Copy MLA Typed, Double Spaced, 12pt Times New Roman Font
· Uploaded to TURNITIN.COM by Wednesday 12/21 (A), Thursday 12/22 (B)

Sources for this Argumentative Research Paper:
· Primary Sources: 
1. A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 

2. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· Secondary Sources:

	Date
	Source:

	11/30 & 12/5
	In Class News Article “Suburbia”

	
	Webster’s Dictionary & Thesaurus definitions of Suburbia, Suburbanite, & Suburb

	
	Video: Goofy’s Motor Mania 

	12/6-7
	UpFront Article: “How the Chicken Built Am.”

	
	UpFront Article: “China’s Cram Schools”

	12/8-9
	UpFront Article: “Seeking a Job after College”

	
	UpFront Article: “Will a Robot Take your Job?”

	12/12-13
	In Class News Article “Preserving the Am. Dream in the Face of Change”


Thesis Stems

A thesis statement:

1. provides author with a direction to write his or her paper; and 

2. provides the reader with an idea as to what the paper will be about.

Thesis Example: (Needs to address BOTH SIDES of the issue)

Even though police officers have more important things to worry about, high school students should have an enforced curfew because students need their rest for school and are less likely to get into trouble or have accidents if the curfew is enforced.
Essay Outline
I. Introductory Paragraph

a) Introduction to the Prompt (Universal statement)

b) 2-3 Sentences of why you agree or disagree with the prompt
c) THESIS STATEMENT

II. Body Paragraphs

a) 1st Point/Paragraph-PRIMARY SOURCES
i. Topic Sentence

ii. “Quote” from the Novel with (Hansberry #)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text

iii. “Quote” from the Novel with (Fitzgerald #)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text

b) 2nd Point/Paragraph-THEME 1
i. Topic Sentence

ii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text

iii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text

c) 3rd Point/Paragraph-THEME 2
i. Topic Sentence

ii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
1. Explain how the quote supports the text

iii. “Quote” from the Source with (Citation)
d) Conclusion

i. Restate Thesis

ii. Leave the reader with a “Thought to think on” NOT A QUESTION
“Economics” Submission Dates &Directions
	Date
	Item

	12/12-13
	Creation of Thesis Statement & Intro Paragraph

	12/14-15
	In class work on Rough Draft, bring Planning/Outline so you can get more writing done in class! ( 

	12/21-22
	FINAL COPY SUBMITTED To TURNITIN.COM


1) Highlight the following in your Essay (on MS WORD)
	Item
	Color

	THESIS & RESTATED THESIS
	YELLOW

	PRIMARY SOURCE Quotes
	PINK

	SECONDARY SOURCE Quotes
	GREEN

	MLA Citations (Author Last # or Web citation)
	BLUE


2) Save your file as: STUDENT NAME CLASS PD-CREATIVE TITLE OF ESSAY (EX: Jane Smith 1A-Connections Within Us All)
ESSAY RUBRIC

SCORE OF 6 (100%) 

An essay in this category demonstrates clear and consistent mastery, although it may have a few minor errors. A typical essay

· effectively and insightfully develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position

· is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas

· exhibits skillful use of language, using a varied, accurate, and apt vocabulary

· demonstrates meaningful variety in sentence structure

· is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 5 (90%)

An essay in this category demonstrates reasonably consistent mastery, although it will have occasional errors or lapses in quality. A typical essay

· effectively develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking, generally using appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position

· is well organized and focused, demonstrating coherence and progression of ideas

· exhibits facility in the use of language, using appropriate vocabulary

· demonstrates variety in sentence structure

· is generally free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 4 (80%)

An essay in this category demonstrates adequate mastery, although it will have lapses in quality. A typical essay

· develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position

· is generally organized and focused, demonstrating some coherence and progression of ideas

· exhibits adequate but inconsistent facility in the use of language, using generally appropriate vocabulary

· demonstrates some variety in sentence structure

· has some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 3 (70%)

An essay in this category demonstrates developing mastery, and is marked by ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 

· develops a point of view on the issue, demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or use inadequate examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position

· is limited in its organization or focus, or may demonstrate some lapses in coherence or progression of ideas

· displays developing facility in the use of language, but sometimes uses weak vocabulary or inappropriate word choice lacks variety or demonstrates problems in sentence structure

· contains an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

SCORE OF 2 (65%)
An essay in this category demonstrates little mastery, and is flawed by ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 

· develops a point of view on the issue that is vague or seriously limited, and demonstrates weak critical thinking, providing inappropriate or insufficient examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position

· is poorly organized and/or focused, or demonstrates serious problems with coherence or progression of ideas

· displays very little facility in the use of language, using very limited vocabulary or incorrect word choice, demonstrates frequent problems in sentence structure

· contains errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics so serious that meaning is somewhat obscured

SCORE OF 1 (60%)
An essay in this category demonstrates very little or no mastery, and is severely flawed by ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses:

· develops no viable point of view on the issue, or provides little or no evidence to support its position

· is disorganized or unfocused, resulting in a disjointed or incoherent essay

· displays fundamental errors in vocabulary, demonstrates severe flaws in sentence structure

· contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that persistently interfere with meaning 

Essays not written on the essay assignment will receive a score of zero.
