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A Paradigm Shift in Oral Communication
	Sensorineural hearing loss includes damage to the inner ear and defective transmission of sound to the brain; the damage is often permanent and results in irreversible hearing loss. The solution for people with sensorineural hearing loss is the cochlear implant. The cochlear implant is “an electronic device that provides a sense of sound to people who would get little or no benefit from hearing aids,” (Olsen 125). Although the cochlear implant enables deaf people to hear, there are people, especially those in the deaf community, who oppose the cochlear implant, and believe that cochlear implants are unnecessary, expensive, and that there are alternative solutions to hearing loss, such as the hearing aid. The federal government must mandate all health insurance companies to cover the cost of cochlear implants in insurance plans as it aides deaf people communicate by encouraging them to attend mainstream schools, provide them with more job opportunities, and increases their safety and security in society.
	In the real world, people who can hear are more likely to get jobs over people who cannot hear; businesses will hire people who can hear over people who cannot. The chances of a deaf person being hired for a job increases with a cochlear implant because they are able to communicate with customers and the people they work with. Also, some deaf people feel discouraged to work because they lack proper hearing, with a cochlear implant they will be able to hear. 
	Most people who are completely deaf and receive an implant are able to detect medium to loud	 	sounds, including speech sounds, and can learn to recognize familiar sounds. Many users find 	that cochlear implants help them to communicate better – more than half are able to understand 	
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	speech without relying on visual clues, (Olsen, 131).
Although laws have been established to prevent discrimination in the hiring of hearing impaired workers, there are laws that also exist that compel employees to make reasonable accommodations for existing employees who have or who develop hearing loss. “An employee may have on-going problems with hearing in the workplace for many reasons: noise, workplace acoustics, necessary listening demands, or the severity of hearing loss,” (Burkey 12). People with sensorineural hearing loss that have cochlear implants are able to accomplish more work tasks with ease than people who also have sensorineural hearing loss but do not have a cochlear implant. The federal government must mandate all health insurance companies to cover the cost of cochlear implants in insurance plans because people with sensorineural hearing loss but have cochlear implants have access to more job opportunities than people with sensorineural hearing loss and without cochlear implants because they are able to hear, which gives them an advantage over people who cannot hear. A person with hearing loss may be inclined to work harder to perform a specific job than a person with normal hearing, or a person who can hear with a cochlear implant.
	There are several steps one must take in order to receive a cochlear implant. First, the patient must undergo an ear evaluation, physical examination, hearing evaluation, x-ray evaluation and surgery. Several weeks after surgery, the signal processor, microphone, and the implant transmitter is placed and adjusted outside the ear. “The total cost of a cochlear implant, including evaluation, surgery, device and rehabilitation can cost as much as $100,000,” (Cochlear). Cochlear implants can prove to be costly, but who can put a price on the cost of hearing? Cochlear Implants are expensive for most people, which is why the federal government must mandate all health insurance companies to cover the cost of cochlear implants in insurance plans.
	Cochlear implants encourage people with sensorineural hearing loss to attend mainstream schools. Despite not having “normal” hearing, they are able to succeed in mainstream schools with the
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cochlear implant. “Cochlear implants can help them acquire speech, language and essential developmental and social skills,” (Olsen 126). They are also able to learn like people who do not suffer from hearing loss. In addition to being able to attend regular schools, deaf students are able to have an interpreter who “translates what the teacher is saying,” (Haughton 18). Having sensorineural hearing loss does not denote that a person cannot attend a regular, mainstream school.
	While being able to attend mainstream schools is a positive factor of the hearing aid, others argue that one of the reasons why cochlear implants are not necessary is because there are specialized schools for people with hearing loss. 
	Schools for the deaf teach all the same classes as a regular school does. It may take some deaf
	children a long time to learn to read because their sign language is different from English. This 	means that they have to work very hard to keep up in reading and writing. Schools for the deaf 	also have speech therapists who work with students to improve their speech and their listening 	and speech-reading skills, (Haughton 19).
As a result, this is why some people argue that cochlear implants are not necessary, they argue that deaf people do not need to attend mainstream schools because there are specialized schools that are designed just for people like them. “Deaf people communicate with oralism, a technique in which communication is done through lipreading and speech,” (Controversy). While there is nothing wrong with a deaf person attending specialized schools, they do not have to be limited to attend specialized schools. If deaf people wear cochlear implants, they are able to hear, speak, and communicate, which gives them the ability to attend mainstream schools like people who do not have any hearing impairments.
	With all benefits of the cochlear implant considered, one of the most important benefits of the cochlear implant is the increasement of a deaf person's safety and security in society. People with sensorineural hearing loss are able to hear sounds that indicate danger, such as fire alarms, and they are
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able to feel more secure because they are able to hear. “Hearing loss could certainly cause an oncoming car, truck, fire engine, or train to go unnoticed. Even if a person can hear those hazards, hearing loss can produce localization difficulties that can put an individual at risk,” (Burkey 76). Not only can the use of a cochlear implant increase a person's safety, it can increase their independence as well. Safety and security concerns may limit independence if a person with sensorineural hearing loss does not feel comfortable living alone because “fire, smoke, or burglar alarms are inaudible,” (Burkey 10). Wearing a cochlear implant eliminates the danger of not being able to hear these alarms, thus increasing safety and security. A deaf person who wears a cochlear implant may feel more safe, secure, and independent than a deaf person who does not wear or own a cochlear implant.
	The process that one must undergo to receive a cochlear implant is extensive. Cochlear implants must be surgically placed, making them unnatural. “The cochlear implant is designed to take over the function of an inner ear that does not work properly,” (Shwartz 40). In essence, it is “today's bionic ear,” (Burkey 64). The deaf community is split between those who feel that the cochlear implant is a medical miracle and those who feel it is a form of ethnic genocide. “Deaf activists argue, the CI (cochlear implant) will prevent the deaf person from functioning in either the Deaf and hearing worlds, since he “will never be accepted as [a] full member” of either group,” (Controversy). Cochlear implants are controversial in the deaf community.
	Cochlear implants are one of the most significant medical advances in treating hearing loss since the development of the hearing aid. Despite all arguements that disregard cochlear implants and claim they are unecessary, the federal government must mandate all health insurance companies to cover the cost of cochlear implants in insurance plans because it gives people with sensorineural hearing loss the ability to hear while giving them the sense of being a normal human being in society. Hearing is an ability that is taken for granted. “For those who have been deaf since birth, any sound at the point of activation can seem miraculous,” (Bouton 137). Cochlear implants give hearing back to
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people who have lost it, and they give it to people who have never been able to hear.
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