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Research Proposal: Arts Funding
Issue (Problem): The lack of funding for the arts in schools

Guiding Question (Thesis): Even though student reading test scores have fallen in recent years, State Legislators must mandate the approval of additional funding for arts education as the reduced funding for the arts in schools has negatively impacted the learning environment of today’s students through their lack of exposure to music, art and theatre. 
Review of the Issue (Sources) : 

-Fortv, Sandra. The World of Art. New York: Main Street Publishing, 2005.
This book is a great source for not only images of artwork, but it covers all periods of Art History from the 1200s to the 1980s.  This will be a great reference for discussing the history that students would learn about if exposed to paintings such as the Mona Lisa and the Sistine Chapel Ceiling.

-“Impressionism.” Grolier Encyclopedia of Knowledge. 1991. Vol. 10. 56-60.
This source is great as a reference for the history of Impressionism and how it influence art and the artists of the period.


-“Monet, Claude” Grolier Encyclopedia of Knowledge. 1991. Vol. 13. 31-32.

This article talks about the painter Claude Monet and how he was the founder of the Impressionist movement.  Also, it is his painting that is stolen in The Thomas Crown Affair Clips that I would be showing in my presentation.
-"National Arts Public Awareness Campaign." America for the Arts. 03 Nov 2008. 
NAMM Campaign. 3 Dec 2008. <http://www.americansforthearts.org
/public_awareness/?gclid=CLG0yJjwpZcCFROgnAodNybSzw>.

This site was a fantastic source, I saw the ad campaign they have launched to try and get schools and students interested in the arts and how they are pairing with shows like The Little Einsteins as an example of how art reinforces knowledge.

-Santini, Pier Carlo. "Nineteeth Century France."Great Museums of the World: 
Louvre Paris. New York: Newsweek, 1967. 108-119.
This book gives details on the 19th century artists of the Impressionist movement, it has some pictures and detailed information on how their work influenced other artists and was a reflection of what was happening politically in France.

-The Thomas Crown Affair. Dir. John McTiernan. Perf. Pierce Brosnan, Rene Russo, 


Denis Leary. 1999. DVD. MGM, 2000.
I plan to use the portion of the movie where Thomas Crown is arriving at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (Timer Count: 3:17-4:42) because it shows many different periods and examples of art work, the segment where the elementary school is on the field trip (Timer: 12:10-12:35) showing how art is very important in education and lastly the final heist sequence as it shows many periods of art (Timer Count: 1:38:23-1:39:30).
Research Plan:


I plan to research this topic through reviewing the above sources by looking through the 2 art books and finding images that I can put into my Power Point Presentation.  Additionally, I will be looking at the books for their historical information on how these influential artists reflected what was going on during the period.  It is soo important for children to be exposed to the arts and I will use the different clips from The Thomas Crown Affair to show the different paintings that on display at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, as well as a teacher taking her class on a field trip and discussing the significance of the history of the Monet painting.  The Encyclopedia is also a valuable tool for me to find points to argue in my presentation about how important this art knowledge is to young students.  The Arts website gave great references specifically relating to my topic, and made me see that I not only need to focus on paintings, but I need to include something about music.  I might show an intro to a Little Einsteins Episode in my presentation.
