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Teens Making a Difference

I.    
Introduction


A. Caitlin Schratz story-catholic school community service, “Love Walk” (“Artists”)

B.  Background



1.  Helping the Community (Schmitt 237)


2.  Before community service hours were required
 (Decarte)


3.  Should community service hours be required to graduate from high school. (Schmitt 45)

C.  Thesis: Community service hours should be required to graduate from high school because volunteering allows teens to interact with their community, gives them the experience of the real world, and initiates the life-long love of philanthropy. 

 II.  
Argument (Pro +)
A.  Allows teens to interact with their community: (“School Progress”)

B.  Gives teens the experience of the real world/teaches them to become good employees and citizens after graduation: (Meyer 121-125)

C.  Initiates the life-long love of philanthropy: (Jones)
III. Counter Argument (Con-)
A. Requiring teens to participate in community service negates the purpose of volunteering. (“Stress too much?”)
B. Schools should focus on creating a rigorous academic environment, rather than requiring community service (Jefferies 141) 
C. Community service is also considered punishment (Erickson) 
IV. Conclusion: Despite other arguments that state schools should focus on education rather than community service, students should be required to perform community service hours in order to graduate from high school because it gives them the life-long love of philanthropy and teaches them the important lessons of generosity and compassion.
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