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Research Proposal: Soring
Issue (Problem): The practice of soring horses must be eradicated.
Guiding Question (Thesis): Although horse competitions and shows provide funding and entertainment, some of the practices like soaring are abusive, stressful for the horse, and out of date, therefore the U.S Department of Agriculture must strengthen their enforcement of the Horse Protection Act to ensure soring stops. 
Review of the Issue:
-Associated Press “House Passes Bill Expanding Horse Soring Rules, Enforcement.”washingtontimes.com, The Washington Times , 25 July 2019, www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/jul/25/house-passes-bill-expanding-horse-soring-rules-enf/ This source talks a little bit about soring and how the house passed a bill involving the soring of horses. It also shows examples of the weights and chains people use to change the gaits of the horses. I will use this source to talk about the bill that is already passed about the banning of soring and how it needs to be better enforced 
-Cowan, Lisa. “Pony Show Jumpers Deliver Big Thrills.” Nytimes.com, The New York Times, 4 Dec. 2019, www.nytimes.com/2019/12/04/sports/pony-jumping-longines-masters.html. This source provides information about the entertainment and thrill of horse shows, specifically pony jumping. It also talks about the hard work that goes into showing horses and the practice that goes into it. I will use this source to elaborate on the thrill and excitement of horse shows in general and their purpose.
-Cuchmach, Megan. “Tennessee Walking Horse Show Will Inspect for Abuse of Horses.” Abcnews.go.com, Abc News , 22 Aug. 2012, abcnews.go.com/Blotter/tennessee-walking-horse-show-inspect-abuse-horses/story?id=17059913 This source has a video in it and it exposes graphic images and scenes of the process of putting the weights on the horses, excessively nailing the heavy shoes onto their feet, wrapping chains and chemicals around their hooves, ect It also goes into detail about how they do these things to the horses and includes how some performers mask the symptoms of soring. I will use this source to get visuals for my project, I will use the video to get a better understanding of what soring looks like so I can describe it better when I talk about it.
-Gowdy, Kristen. “Equestrian Eventing in the 2016 Olympics: What You Need to Know.” Seattletimes.com, The Seattle Times , 8 Aug. 2016, www.seattletimes.com/sports/olympics/equestrian-eventing-in-the-2016-olympics-what-you-need-to-know/. This source provides some basic information about the equine Olympics including some of the rules in the performances. The Olympics is a huge source of entertainment world-wide and it brings people joy and may even inspire them when they watch it. I will use this source to provide information about the equine Olympics and examples of some of the rules and how the events are scored. 
-Green, Ben A. Biography of the Tennessee Walking Horse. Pickle Partners Publishing, 2018. This book talks about the Tennessee Walking horse’s traits. For example, it talks about their    nature, their natural gate, the way they’re structured and horse racing/competitions. I will use this book to include information about Tennessee Walking horses to try to figure out and explain why they’re the main victims of soring.
-Mcmillian, Penelope “Standing Up for Horses: City Agency Looks Into Alleged Abuses of Walker Breed.” Latimes.com, The Los Angeles Times , 6 Apr. 1988, www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1988-04-06-me-575-story.html. This source goes specifically into the Tennessee Walking horde breed, since they are the primary targets when soring. It talks about the details of soring a horse, like applying blistering chemicals to their feet and nailing weights to their feet. I will use this source in my presentation for the visuals it includes. 
.
Research Plan:
I plan to research my topic by using all the above sources to their full potential. I will be using two of the websites to look at why we have horse competitions and what purpose they serve, like to provide funding and entertainment. I will also use the sources to find out more about how the competitions are judged and scored. The rest of the website sources I will use to go in depth about soring, what it is exactly, why it is practiced, and the effects of it. I will go into depth about how people do it, like using blistering chemicals or weights to make the horse lift their two front legs high and change their gait. The book source I will use to get a better understanding of the Tennessee Walking horse and what their personality and anatomy is like and why they are the main victims of soring. I can get pictures from almost all my websites for my power point presentation and I might add the video from the ABC news website that reveals a lot about soring to those who don’t know. 
	
	
	



