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ww bother?

isn't poetry just sappy,
greeting card senﬁmenfalih,?



Well, 1eah, some poems are sappy.
Some are overwrought and anm)\,ing.



Well, 1eah, some poems are sappy.
Some are overwrought and anm)\,ing.

Some, though, are spectacular
and can change the way
Jou see the world.



Well, yeah, some poems are sappy.
Some are overwrough’r and anno~,ing.

Some, ﬂwugh, are spectacular
Jou see the world. = ... Ei=.

a lake?
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Think about it like this:



Think about it like this:

Poetry = Songs




Think about it like this:

Poetry = Songs

Do you like every song you hear?
O£ course not

Will you ke every poem yjou read?
04 course not!




But if you don't like
ANY song or ANY poem,
then yJou're probably
just not paying attention.



Even after all this time,

the Sun never says to the Earth, "You owe me.”
Look what happens with a love like that.
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- Translation of poemh, Hafiz, a WUth century poet
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Some songs are tired.
Some are trite.

Some are so0 poorh, written that
all Jou can do s shake Jour head.
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And I'm like

Baby, baby, baby oooh

Like baby, baby, baby nooo

Like baby, baby, baby oooh

| thought you'd always be mine (mine)

Baby, baby, baby oooh

Like baby, baby, baby nooo

Like baby, baby, baby oooh

| thought you'd always be mine (mine)

— Justin Bieber, "Baby"



But some songvurifers are amazing.
Some songs are catchy RAND meaningful.

Some make Jou feel like the singer
understands Jou as ho one else does.



But some songvurifers are amazing.
Some songs are catchy RAND meaningful.

Some make Jou feel like the singer
understands Jou as ho one else does.

Poe’rm can do
the EXRCT same thing.



But there's more!



Poe‘tr\, is great because it's small.




Poe‘trxl is great because it's small.
Don't have a month 10 read a full novel?
No problem!



In just IS minutes or so,
Jou can chew on a small
nugget of awesomeness

and have a complete
li‘l'eraq exPerience.



So, lef’s ge’r o f...



Steps to follow:

* o Show no fear.

A Rea




Don't be afraid of the poem. Will you understand
everything the first time you read the poem? Nope.




Don't be afraid of the poem. Will you understand
everything the first time you read the poem? Nope.

That's part of the fun. The excitement of discovery
Is part of the process of understanding a poem.




e Read the title.



Read the title.
Then,,@




think this poem will be about’?
Decide this before you move forward.

ReadthetMe
o Then @
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Read the poem
7 all the way through




It's okay If you don't
understand everything.
Just read to get the gist,
or general idea,
of the poem's meaning.

prezi &

You'll dig deeper into details
or confusing passages later.




Read the poem again, but this time underline,

highlight, or write comments in the margins next to
anything that you:

« really like

« reminds you of something else

« think is interesting

« find confusing

« suspect might be important but don't know why




Read the poem again, but this time underline,
highlight, or write comments in the margins next to
anything that you:
e really like
e reminds you of something else »
e think is interesting
e find confusing -
e suspect might be important but don't know why

—~



DICTIONARY

Look up any words
you don't know.



|dentify the narrator.

Figure out who is speaking in the poem.
What do you know about this narrator?
What is the narrator's tone?

How does the narrator impact the message
or theme of the poem?
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Does the narrator use a hinge word,
such as "but" or "however," to change
the momentum or meaning of the poem?
Pay special attention to the idea that
comes immediately after one of these
hinge or shift words.



Figure out the structure



structure

What's interesting about the rhyme scheme,
the meter of the lines, or the physical layout of
the text and use of white space on the page?
How might these elements contribute to the
poem's overall message or theme?



Read the poem
one more time,
aloud If possible.




What new
meaning or
Insight can
you Now see
In the work?
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Now you have a sfep-W-s’rep

procedure to follow

when you read a poem.

-



All that's left is to
learn a httle Iingo.




Complete the worksheet
'm going to hand out now.

We'll talk about the answers in a few minutes.




