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Research Proposal: Video Games as a Solution to World Problems
Issue (Problem): The lack of funding for Virtual Reality technology
Guiding Question (Thesis): Even though Virtual Reality can make people feel sick, Meta Executives must create funding to improve the technology as it can be used to solve world problems, increase training for important jobs, explore diverse communities and cultures and help combat the obesity problem in the U.S.
Review of the Issue (Sources) : 
Dhar, Payal. “The Future of ‘Extended Reality’ Tourism Is Now, Thanks to the Pandemic.” Washingtonpost.com, The Washington Post, 8 Mar. 2021, www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/03/18/diversity-training-virtual-reality/. From this website I found a company named TimeLooper that developed an app for VR that allows people to go all over the world and many cool places. I plan to use this to show how VR is being used for exploration.
LaMotte, Sandee. “The Very Real Health Dangers of Virtual Reality.” Cnn.com, Cable News Network., 13 Dec. 2017, www.cnn.com/2017/12/13/health/virtual-reality-vr-dangers-safety/index.html. From this website, I found evidence that VR can make people feel motion sickness and VR can also hurt peoples eyes and hearing. I also found that VR can also be a factor to falling injuries as you can’t see what you are doing in the real world and even though there are boundaries you can set in the headset, they aren’t the most accurate and your environment can change from when you set the boundary. I plan to use this article to support the con side of my argument by showing the negative effects VR can have on your body and senses.
Martens, Todd. “If It Weren’t for Virtual Reality Games, I Wouldn’t Be Getting Exercise Right Now.” Latimes.com, Los Angeles Times, 26 Apr. 2020, www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-04-26/coronavirus-virtual-reality-fitness-exercise-work-outs. From this website I found a person that started using VR for exercise during the pandemic since gyms were closed. I plan to use this as a reference point supporting the fact that VR can be used to exercise.
Mehtab, Omar. “‘You Get Fully Submerged’ - Taser Training in VR.” Bbc.com, British Broadcasting Corporation., 15 Sept. 2020, www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-54102968. From this website, I found a video that shows police officers using VR instead of the normal blue suits for training to use tasers. The officers that used it said it was worked well and that they felt that they were really in that position which allowed for a more accurate response. There were also people behind the scene that could control what happened in the scenario and they could give responses back to the user that related to what the user was talking about. I plan to use this to show that VR training is a better alternative because it allows the user to be more immersed in the situation and act accordingly.
Kim, Meeri. “Why You Feel Motion Sickness during Virtual Reality.” Abcnews.go.com, American Broadcasting Company, 25 Aug. 2019, abcnews.go.com/Technology/feel-motion-sickness-virtual-reality/story?id=65153805. From this website I found out why people get motion sickness when in VR. The popular theory states that people get motion sick because the body isn't matching what the eyes are seeing so you throw up because the body has evolved to expel hallucination-inducing toxins. I plan to use this website to further explain why people get motion sick to go along with argument that people get motion sick when using VR.
Panner, Morris. “Virtual Reality Provides Lifelike Training For Doctors.” Forbes.com, FORBES., 10 Nov. 2020, www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2020/11/10/virtual-reality-provides-lifelike-training-for-doctors/?sh=6c2089075067. From this website, I found out that VR is being used for doctors to train. This training is very realistic and allows for the doctors to get a sense of what an actual operation would be like. Also, as time goes on and the technology gets better, they will be able to make the apps even more realistic and allow the doctors to train on people of different sizes and bone masses. I plan to use this website to prove my point that VR is good for training and push the idea that it should be used more.
Research Plan:


I plan to research this topic through reviewing the above sources by looking through the 2 sources about using virtual reality for training. Both sources give great reasons on why it could be beneficial to use virtual reality for training. Police can use virtual reality for taser training to get a more immersive experience and a more accurate result. Doctors can use virtual reality for training to do operations on people giving them more confidence as they can actually control what they are doing and get a close up of what they’re doing as well. I plan on using the website on traveling to support the idea of using virtual reality to explore diverse communities and cultures. This article gives you a shows you an app that has been developed to allow people to travel all over the world. This would allow people to explore these new places and see what its like living in these places. I plan to use the source about exercising using virtual reality to show that you don’t have to go to the gym to work out if you don’t want to. The person in the article talks about how they were stuck in the house during the pandemic and they couldn’t go to the gym so they used virtual reality as an alternative which turned out great because they were able to get the exercise they needed.  This article show that virtual reality is a great alternative to get your exercise in.
