Fujii Kaze’s Music: What Makes It So Alluring?
A look into the unique style of Japan’s newest rising artist
by Anne Chaves on October 8, 2023
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Cover of Fujii Kaze's "旅路 (Tabiji)" single

Stepping onto the spotlight with his first album release in 2020, Fujii Kaze is a 26-year-old R&B artist that dabbles with a multitude of genres in his music, captivating fans overseas and becoming one of the brightest prospects of the current Japanese music scene. As his popularity grows, many wonder exactly why his music has resonated with so many people around the world. Is it his singing style, his looks, his beats, or perhaps something else entirely? To dig further into such a question, a closer analysis and break down of Fujii’s music and inherent style is needed. 
Fujii Kaze, an artist who made song covers since the early age of 12 on YouTube, has always put an emphasis on the jazzy, free-flowing aspect of his music. Regardless of the original genre of the songs he covered, he’d always add a twist of carefreeness with his piano playing and live singing. He is also openly very spiritual, and frequently weaves themes of community and compassion into his music. For example, his most recent song “Working Hard” is all about the appreciation of people and their day-to-day work. The music video for the song features workers such as garbage collectors, convenience store workers, and even those doing chores. Fujii further elaborates the meaning behind his song in an interview with Billboard Japan, explaining that “I wanted something which people who hear the song or watch the video could apply to their own lives. I was hoping to convey that “this song belongs to you.” These aspects of community alongside his musical style come together to create a unique aspect to his music, one that he in that same Billboard interview says is meant to convey the sense of ease and relaxation he makes them in. 
Circling back to Fujii Kaze’s use of musical genres in songs, there is a clear influence of both Japanese and American styles to be found in his instrumentals. Growing up in a family of music-lovers, Fujii was exposed to a variety of music by his father ever since he was little. With genres such as jazz, classical music, pop, enka, hip-hop, and R&B as influences, Fujii grew to create his own twist in his music, fluctuating between the improvisational flow of jazz to the bassy beats of modern pop and such in each of his song. A great illustration of Fujii’s expansive taste in music is his two cover albums “HELP EVER HURT COVER” and “LOVE ALL COVER ALL,” which feature his own musical rendition of multiple English songs spanning from the 70s to contemporary pop music. With hits such as Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off” and Post Malone’s “Circles” that quite differ in genre in his albums, Fujii still manages to give almost all the songs this distinct, fresh feel that can be found in many of his original songs with his signature piano playing. As Matsuo Kiyoshi, one of Japan’s leading R&B producers, says in an interview with Kurihara Yūichirō for Nippon.com, “…there’s something in his vocal style that is really reminiscent of Japan’s kayōkyoku pop standards…so that even though he covers so many foreign songs, something about his music remains distinctly Japanese.”
With an elusive musical style since his first debut single “Nan Nan,” Fujii has managed to enrapture millions of fans around the world and create a name for himself comparable to figures such as Utada Hikaru, one of the best-selling and influential artists in Japan. His music is appreciated for its pleasant yet profound lyrical moves, and the flow of genres he utilizes serves as a breath of fresh air for many fans. Most importantly, with the universal themes and messages of his songs, Fujii Kaze continues to garner success with both his older and newer songs, music that never seems to stop resonating with the hearts of many.
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Anne Chaves is a Mandarin Junior who loves to read and draw. She has worked on many research projects over the years as a student and has dabbled in news reporting in the past. Follow along for more deep dives into literary works, analyses of authors and artists’ lives and careers, and reflections of life.
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