Act IV 
The summer passes and autumn arrives. The witch trials have caused unrest in neighboring towns, and Danforth grows nervous. Abigail has run away, taking all of Parris’s money with her. Hale, who has lost faith in the court, begs the accused witches to confess falsely in order to save their lives, but they refuse. Danforth, however, has an idea: he asks Elizabeth to talk John into confessing, and she agrees. Conflicted, but desiring to live, John agrees to confess, and the officers of the court rejoice. But he refuses to incriminate anyone else, and when the court insists that the confession must be made public, Proctor grows angry, tears it up, and retracts his admission of guilt. Despite Hale’s desperate pleas, Proctor goes to the gallows with the others, and the witch trials reach their awful conclusion. 
1. According to Parris, what has happened to Abigail Williams and Mercy Lewis? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________ &_____________________ urge Deputy Governor Danforth to postpone the trials because they fear rebellion. 
3. Reverend Parris finds a _________________ in his front door. 
4. What does Reverend Hale ask Elizabeth to do? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. How does Giles die? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Elizabeth blames herself for ___________________________________________ 
7. What does keeping “a cold house” mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. What does John plead for from Elizabeth? __________________________________________________________________ 
9. Why won’t Danforth delay the executions? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10. List what John Proctor admits to in his confession to the court. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Does Elizabeth tell John to confess? Why does she refuse? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
12. Why does Giles not confess to save his life? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. What does Proctor decide? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
14. Proctor will / will not sign his name on the confession. (circle one) 


15. What is Hale’s mission in Act IV? 

16. Parris tells Danforth, “You cannot hang this sort” (123). What does he mean? 

17. Why won’t Danforth pardon the prisoners? 

18. Do you think Elizabeth Proctor would confess if she were in her husband’s place? Explain. 

19. In the end, what is it that is of utmost importance to John Proctor? 

