Guided Notes: The Great Gatsby- Before Reading 
Money & The American Dream
1. According to the presentation, our society often bases career ambitions around 											
2. Having lots of money is generally seen as a 											 thing.
3. Our society often basses career ambitions around											
4. Having lots of money is generally seen as a											thing.
5. Problems caused by money:
· -											
· -											
· -											
6. What are some problems caused by money?
· -											
· -											
· -											
Think About It: How’s our relationship with money?
Food for Thought
1. Money itself is neither											nor											
2. Money can drive both 											and											
3. What is the difference between old money and new money-
· old money: 											
· new money: 											
Discussion prompt: can money buy happiness? Why or why not? 											
Famous Billionaires 
List at least three billionaires mentioned in the presentation:
1. –											
2. –											
3. –											
What do they have in common? 											
Story Background
1. The Great Gatsby was written by											
2. The author was part of the 											party scene 											
3. The novel is a satire- a story that pokes fun at people or society to expose-											
4. Look for clues of irony and sarcasm that reveal the misery behind “the good life.”

The Gatsby Era: The Roaring 20s
1. After World War 1, people developed											and											attitudes.
2. Old money families made their wealth from-											
3. New money came from the rise of											and  											
4. Prohibition led to secret bars called											
5. Rebellious women of the era were called											
6. Two major cultural movements of the 1920s:
· . 											
· . 											
Think about it: How might the 1920s resemble the world we live in today? 											


Main Characters
Character Descriptions/ Background Notes
1. Nick Carraway –											
2. Tom Buchanan											
3. Jay Gatsby											
4. Daisy Buchanan											
5. Jordan Baker- 											
6. George Wilson 											
7. Myrtle Wilson											
Discussion Prompt: Which character do you think will face the most conflict? Why?
-											
Settings
Settings Descriptions 
1. East Egg- 											
2. West Egg- 											
3. Valley of Ashes- 											
4. Manhattan-											
5. What does the Valley of Ashes symbolize in the story?- 											
6. What is this place called today?- 											
Final Thoughts
Now that you’ve previewed the time period, themes, and characters, answer:		
What do you think The Great Gatsby will reveal about the American Dream?
																																																																																								
